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HEARING ON H.R. 629, THE TEXAS LOW-LEVEL RADIOACTIVE WASTE
DISPOSAL COMPACT CONSENT ACT
May 13. 1997

When Congress passed the Low-Level Radioactive Waste Policy Act in 1980, it was part
of a broader policy decision that the States would be responsible for the disposal of low-level
radioactive waste, while the Federal government would accept the responsibility for disposing of

high-level wastes.

This Committee has been heavily involved in implementing both programs ever si

nce.

Just weeks ago this Subcommittee held a hearing on proposed changes to the Nuclear Waste
Policy Act. which governs our Nation’s high-level radioactive waste disposal program. It was

clear from that hearing that a number of changes would be very helpful in expediting the

repository program and allowing the Federal government to fulfill its responsibilities under the

Act. | am hopeful that. over the coming months. this Committee will approve legislation
overhauling the Nuclear Waste Policy Act.

| am also hopeful that the Committee will move ahead with consideration of the Texas

Compact. Since the 1980 Act was passed. 41 States have entered into regional compacts for the
disposal of low-level wastes. The legislation before us today would grant Congressional consent
to the 10th Compact. and allow Texas, Maine and Vermont to fulfill their responsibilities under
the Low-Level Waste Policy Act.

Low-level wastes include a host of radioactive materials -- from medical wastes, to
university research wastes, to the everyday protective gear used by workers at nuclear power
plants. The vast mgjority of these wastes do not require the use of special containers to protect
against threats to human health. In most cases. the radioactivity in these materials will decay to
the point where there is no significant risk to human health after about 100 years.

Under the Low-Level Waste Policy Act. the responsibility of the Federal government is
fairly limited. It is our responsibility to ensure that the compacts comply with the law, both in



providing the initial consent for compacts and in their implementation. That is our duty with the
legislation before us. If the Compact complies with the law. it is our responsibility to quickly

approve the compact and allow the States of Texas, Maine and Vermont to begin responsibly
dealing with their low-level waste disposal needs.

| want to thank the Chairman for holding this important and appropriate hearing, and |
look forward to moving ahead responsibly on H.R. 629.



